The Indispensable God\u27s Presence: Toward the Theology of God\u27s Face by Moskala, Jiri
Andrews University 
Digital Commons @ Andrews University 
Faculty Publications 
Fall 2020 
The Indispensable God's Presence: Toward the Theology of God's 
Face 
Jiri Moskala 
Andrews University, moskala@andrews.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pubs 
Recommended Citation 
Moskala, Jiri, "The Indispensable God's Presence: Toward the Theology of God's Face" (2020). Faculty 
Publications. 2411. 
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pubs/2411 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ Andrews University. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Andrews 
University. For more information, please contact repository@andrews.edu. 
Cultivating God’s presence in one’s life is the great-
est joy because it brings satisfaction, inner peace 
and constant spiritual growth. Walking with God is a 
journey into the heart of God, infusing you with new 
thinking, feelings, imagination, desires, motives and 
goals. This close relationship enables us to do things, 
speak, write, teach, learn and socialize with people 
in a better and more meaningful way. Knowing God 
and experiencing His mercy transforms us (Romans 
12:1–2; 2 Corinthians 3:18) on such a deep level that 
we can have the mind of Christ and imitate His think-
ing: “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 2:5 NKJV). We were created into 
this heart fellowship with God, but sin destroyed this 
closeness. The broken relationship was restored by 
God’s amazing saving grace in Christ Jesus, His faith-
ful promises, and His Spirit. 
The Lord’s Presence is also a journey into the mind 
of God: “For, ‘Who can know the LORD’s thoughts? 
Who knows enough to teach him?’ But we under-
stand these things, for we have the mind of Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 2:16 NLT). We can learn to think ac-
cording to God’s pattern. Jesus rebuked Peter for not 
understanding His mission, for his earthly thinking: 
“You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as 
God does, but as human beings do” (Matthew 16:23b 
NAB). This new way of thinking and understanding 
things is only possible if God’s presence reigns in 
our lives, and we set our hearts and minds on eter-
nal values: “Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things” (Colossians 
3:1 NIV). We are then able to discern God’s will: “Be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2 NIV). 
In this way, “Christ may dwell in [our] hearts through 
faith” (Ephesians 3:17 NIV). The result of such an 
intimate union with God is that we may be enabled “to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowl-
edge—that [we] may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:18–19 NIV). It is interest-
ing that in the Bible God’s presence is tightly connected 
with God’s face, so this article serves as a study toward 
an understanding of the theology of the face of God.
Puzzle of God’s Face
John solemnly declares that the saved believ-
ers will behold God’s face. This is the glorious 
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culmination of the long and thorough biblical teach-
ing on the topic. “They shall see His face” (Revelation 
22:3 NKJV). Indeed, the redeemed will see His coun-
tenance face to face.1 
The fundamental question poses itself: What is 
so significant in seeing the face of God? The Hebrew 
term panim (always plural) has two main mean-
ings in the context of our study: (1) “face” and (2) 
“presence,”2 which explains why translators render 
the same biblical text differently; some speak about 
God’s presence and others translate it more liter-
ally and talk about God’s face. The word panim has a 
whole plethora of additional meanings like ”before,” 
“in front of,” “surface,” “person,”3 and appears 2,140 
times in the Hebrew Bible.4 The Greek equivalent of 
this Hebrew word is prosópon and occurs 76 times in 
the New Testament, and has also the same two basic 
meanings.5 
I love photography and enjoy taking pictures of 
my family, nature, animals, buildings, bridges, doors, 
trains, flowers, but above all, I prefer to take photos 
of faces when I am allowed to do so. Why? Because 
a face is like an open book in which one can read 
manifold details about age, emotions, attitudes, past, 
habits, etc. When I was small and my mother called 
for me, just a quick look at her face showed me im-
mediately what was going on. The expression on her 
face spoke louder than words. Loving couples do not 
need to say much because their faces speak volumes 
about their relationship. How they look upon each 
other matters. Approval, dissatisfaction, happiness, 
disappointment, seriousness, peace, sadness, doubt, 
anger, joy can be easily discerned by looking into a 
face. So, what can we learn from the biblical imagery 
of the face of God? 
Seek My Face
At the very center of Psalm 27, David responds 
to God’s appeal, “seek my face” (ESV), by promis-
ing: “Your face, Lord, I will seek” (v. 8).6 David’s firm 
1  In sharp contrast to those who are welcoming the Lord Jesus Christ at His Second Coming (Isaiah 25:9), there will be many who are 
not ready and want to hide themselves from His presence. They cry to the mountains and the rocks: “Fall on us and hide us from the face 
of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” (Revelation 
6:16–17 NIV).
2  See BDB, 815–816; William L. Holladay, ed., A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 
1988), 293–294.
3  For details, see BDB, 815–819.
4  Abraham Even-Shohan, A New Concordance of the Old Testament: Using the Hebrew and Aramaic Text (Jerusalem: Kiryat-Sefer, 1990), 
949–952.
5  John R. Kohlenberger III, Edward W. Goodrick, and James A. Swanson, The Exhaustive Concordance to the Greek New Testament (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995), 861–862.
6  The biblical text is taken from NIV translation unless it is indicated otherwise.
7  Psalm 27 is written in a very symmetric chiastic structure: (A) the Lord is the strength of my life (vv. 1–3); (B) the beauty and truth of 
the Lord (v. 4); (C) my enemies (vv. 5–6); (D) three positive petitions (v. 7); (E) seek my face (v. 8); (D’) three negative petitions (vv. 9–10); (C’) 
my enemies (vv. 11–12); (B’) goodness of the Lord (v. 13); (A’) He shall strengthen your heart (v. 14).
decision puts the notion of “God’s face” right at the 
heart of the chiastic literary structure of his mes-
sage.7 He explains why he desires to look at God’s 
face: “To gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and seek 
Him” (v. 4) and “to see the goodness of the Lord” (v. 13). 
He wants to seek God, to understand who He is, what 
is His character, and what He has done, is doing and 
plans to do. He wants to see the beauty of God’s char-
acter, the truth about Him, and His goodness in ac-
tion. Already ancient philosophers attest that beauty, 
truth and goodness form the foundational triad of 
human life; they are basic qualities of our existence. 
David could not imagine life without God, so he asks 
the Lord: “Do not hide your face from me” (v. 9). 
The apex of his prayer is connected to his personal 
trust in God: “The LORD is my light and my salva-
tion; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold 
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1 
ESV). David’s outstanding song teaches believers how 
important it is to constantly envision the Lord’s face 
before them. 
The biblical narrative of the creation of Adam 
contains an implied imagery of God’s face, which 
suggests that the first thing Adam saw when he 
opened his eyes after God created him was the 
face of God (see Genesis 2:7). Adam was in the very 
presence of God, in a close relationship with a di-
vine Person. What an intimate picture of closeness 
between God and Adam! Adam’s existence began 
by seeing the face of God. He had a face-to-face 
encounter with his Creator. What was he reading in 
God’s face? The warmness of the imagery alludes to 
the loving relationship between them. For us, too, 
seeing God’s face should be an integral part of our 
walk with the Lord, because humans were actually 
created into His presence, to live in close relation-
ship with Him, and in dependence on Him (Genesis 
1:26–2:3). However, sin broke this relationship and 
took away the joy of God’s presence and longing to 
be in His proximity; instead, fear, guilt and shame 
followed. After eating from the forbidden fruit, 
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Adam and Eve were hiding and fleeing from God 
(Genesis 3:7–10).8 
On the other hand, God’s presence is everything 
to a believer. Our identity is derived from the Lord’s 
relationship with us. His promise, “I am with you” 
(Genesis 12:2; Matthew 28:19), comprises all we 
need, because in this promise all other blessings are 
included. Believers long for God’s presence; it is a 
deep desire of the heart to experience closeness with 
God and cultivate a personal relationship with the 
Lord. The sons of Korah express that with deep poetic 
imagery: “As a deer yearns for running streams, so I 
yearn for you, my God. I thirst for God, the living God; 
when shall I go to see the face of God? (Psalm 42:1–2 
NJB). They yearned to behold God’s face.
Dominant Biblical Imagery
God shows His affection and nearness to His 
people in different ways and one of them is through 
the imagery of His “face.” Moses desired that God’s 
face would accompany him and God’s people on their 
journey to the Promised Land (Exodus 33:15). The 
Lord promised that His face would go with Moses 
(Exodus 33:17), which means that God Himself will 
lead him. Israel would enjoy God’s company, His 
presence. In many instances, as well as in this in-
stance, God’s face is a synonym for God’s presence 
or His person (see also, for example, Genesis 32:20; 
Psalm 51:13; 100:2; cf. Exodus 10:28). 
The biblical message is saturated with the imagery 
of the face of God. In the priestly Aaronic blessing, the 
crucial text related to God’s benedictions mentions 
God’s face twice, which underlines the importance of 
this phrase and His blessings. It was the most desir-
able thing, the essence of prosperous life: “The LORD 
bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine 
on you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face 
toward you and give you peace” (Numbers 6:24–26). 
God’s shining and turning face toward His people 
expresses joy and shows acceptance, favor, respect 
and forgiveness.9 
Many Psalms attest the same fundamental truth: 
“Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord” 
(Psalm 4:6). This verse in NLT states: “Let your face 
smile on us, LORD.” We need this smile of God, be-
cause God’s smile on us enables us to smile on each 
8   Ji!í Moskala, “Origin of Sin and Salvation According to Genesis 3: A Theology of Sin” in Salvation: Contours of Adventist Soteriology, 
ed. Martin E. Hanna, Darius W. Jankiewicz, and John W. Reeve (Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2018), 119–143; 
Ji!í Moskala, “Reflections on the Concept of Shame and Honor in the Biblical Creation and Fall Narratives” in Shame and Honor: 
Presenting Biblical Themes in Shame and Honor Contexts, ed. Bruce L. Bauer (Berrien Springs, MI: Department of World Mission, 
Andrews University, 2014), 23–42; and Ji!í Moskala, “The President’s Page: Creation—The Sine Qua Non of Adventism,” Journal of 
the Adventist Theological Society 15, no. 2 (Autumn 2004): 1–4. 
9   The Aaronic blessings (Numbers 6:24–26) regarding God’s shining and turning His face toward His people are interpreted and 
explained by the apostle Paul in his apostolic blessing (2 Cor 13:14) as living the experience of salvation (the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ), accepting the Father’s love (the love of God), and enjoying the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. God’s presence in our life means 
the presence of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in all activities.
other. David could not imagine life without this favor: 
“How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How 
long will you hide your face from me?” (Psalm 13:1 
ESV) In Psalm 11, he culminates his thought with 
the affirmation that “the upright shall behold his 
[the Lord’s] face” (Psalm 11:7 ESV). To walk with God 
(Genesis 5:22; 6:9; Micah 6:8) in order to become 
a friend of God is the ultimate goal (Exodus 33:11; 
Isaiah 41:8; John 15:14–15). God said to Solomon: “If 
my people who are called by my name humble them-
selves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 
7:14 ESV). 
On the other hand, God sadly states about stub-
born sinners: “I will turn my face away from the 
people” (Ezekiel 7:22). God’s turning away His face 
means disfavor, that He does not listen to them any 
longer, rejects them, and withdraws His blessing and 
Presence from them (Psalm 132:10). God may hide 
His face (Deuteronomy 31:17; Psalm 13:1), but noth-
ing is hidden before God: “You have kept our faults 
before you, our hidden sins in the light of your face” 
(Psalm 90:8 NAB). Everything is transparent in His 
presence. To hide one’s face means the absence or 
the opposite of favor, even disgust (Isaiah 53:3). David 
asked God: “Hide not your face from me, lest I be like 
those who go down to the pit” (Psalm 143:7). What he 
is actually saying is a plea for God to not hide His face 
from him otherwise he would be like a dead person. 
He acknowledges that he depends on God’s presence. 
God is the source of everything that is good, valuable, 
true, meaningful, beautiful and lasting.
To seek God’s face means to search for His favor 
and gracious intervention: “Now there was a famine 
in the days of David for three years, year after year. 
And David sought the face of the LORD” (2 Samuel 
21:1 ESV). In this search, prayers, repentance, peti-
tions, fasting, and praises are included (Joel 2:12-15; 
Philippians 4:6), because seeking of God’s face must 
go hand-in-hand with total dedication to God. To 
appear before God’s face points to visiting the sanctu-
ary (Deuteronomy 31:11; Isaiah 1:12). “No one is to 
appear before me [lit. see my face] empty-handed” 
(Exodus 23:15; 34:20). To see God’s face was an 
expression for worshiping God in the Temple where 
38      Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary
His presence was (1 Samuel 1:22; Psalm 42:2). Thus, 
the face of God appears in the context of expectations 
and hope that God will be with His people, change 
their situation, and bless them. 
According to Exodus 33:20, it is impossible to see 
God and live unless God miraculously sustains the 
life of such people. God’s glory is closely connected 
to His face. People in God’s presence covered their 
faces (Exodus 3:6; 1 Kings 19:13), even the seraphim 
out of reverence do the same in the presence of the 
holy God (Isaiah 6:2). Those who encountered God 
were overwhelmed with a sense of awe and gratitude 
(Genesis 28:16–22; 32:30; Judges 6:22–23; 13:22; 
Isaiah 6:5). 
10  Jacques B. Doukhan, Genesis, Seventh-day Adventist International Bible Commentary (Pacific Press, 2016), 368, 372.
The Key Narrative: 
Jacob, Esau and God’s Face
The story of Jacob’s wrestling with a stranger and 
then meeting with his brother Esau is very illuminat-
ing, because the whole narrative of Genesis 32–33 is 
composed around the key word “face.” When Jacob 
was fleeing from his brother after stealing from him 
the firstborn right, the Hebrew text literally states 
that he was fleeing from the face of his brother Esau 
(Genesis 35:1), which tells the reader that “the face” 
here means a person. The image of Esau haunted 
Jacob for 20 years and during this time he never 
visited his native place, his parents, or reconciled 
with Esau. However, before Jacob could meet with his 
brother, he needed to meet with his God. Before he 
would again see the face of his brother, he had to see 
the face of God!
The word “face” appears in these two chapters 
in crucial places, which testifies inevitably about its 
significance. Just in one verse this expression ap-
pears four times, yet English translations usually do 
not catch the textual interplay with this word. The 
literal translation highlights Jacob’s thoughts: “I will 
cover his face with these gifts that go before my face, 
and afterwards when I will see his face, perhaps he 
will lift up my face” (32:20). Jacob wanted to blind 
(i.e., appease, pacify or calm) Esau’s anger, thus liter-
ally cover Esau’s face with the extravagant gifts so 
Esau would not see and remember the wrong Jacob 
did to him. The many presents Jacob sent before his 
personal arrival (lit. before his face) had the purpose 
of changing Esau’s attitude toward him. The idiom-
atic phrase “to lift up one’s face” means “to favorably 
accept,” “to be kind,” “to forgive,” “to be friendly,” “to 
receive another person.” 
Jacob then wrestled with “a man” (Genesis 32:24) 
in whom he recognized a divine Person (from a 
Christian perspective identified with the “pre-
incarnated Christ”).10 This is why he calls the place 
“Peniel” in Hebrew, which literally means the “Face 
of God” and reasoned: “It is because I saw God face 
to face, and yet my life was spared” (32:30). What 
did Jacob read in the face of God? He gave him a new 
name and blessed him (32:26–29). 
A while later that early morning, his brother was 
approaching him, and Jacob went forward to meet 
him by bowing down before Esau seven times (33:3). 
Because Jacob first humbled himself before God, he 
was now able to humble himself before his brother, 
and Esau graciously accepted him. In that moment of 
reconciliation (33:4), Jacob burst into a special recog-
nition. According to Genesis 33:10, Jacob confesses 
that he sees God’s face in Esau: “If I have found favor 
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in your eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your 
face is like seeing the face of God” (33:10). Wow! What 
a surprise! This is completely unexpected. What was 
Jacob reading in the face of his brother? The same 
expressions of love, compassion, forgiveness and 
grace as he saw in the face of God only a few minutes 
ago. God’s smile on Jacob is reflected in Esau’s accep-
tance of his returning brother. What do people read in 
our faces when they interact with us?
Face to Face
The Bible testifies that only Jacob and Moses en-
countered God “face to face” (Genesis 32:30; Exodus 
33:11); yet, according to Deuteronomy 5:4, people 
who experienced the Exodus also saw God “face to 
face” (panim el panim) at Sinai. The context of these 
three situations must decide the meaning of this 
special phrase. The context of each passage is slightly 
different, so is the physical closeness. The same kind 
of personal encounter that happened between Jacob 
and God, and Moses and God, happened between 
Israel and God, but on different levels. The phrase 
“face to face” does not necessarily involve a close 
physical touch as it was in the case of Jacob. The 
sentence “face to face” is an idiomatic expression 
which points to the closeness, intimacy and friend-
ship between God and Israel, but it does not include 
physical eye contact. When God appeared to Israel 
on Mount Sinai, they did not see God or even His 
form, but only heard His voice (Deuteronomy 3:12; 
5:22–26). However, this experience is described as 
the Israelites seeing God “face to face” (Deuteronomy 
5:4). Remember what the Israelites said to Moses: 
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not 
have God speak to us or we will die.” (Exodus 20:19 
NIV; cf. Deuteronomy 5:5, 27). Therefore, the expres-
sion “face to face” cannot be taken literally, but as 
an idiomatic literary saying which communicates 
nearness. God Himself explained to Moses this fact 
when he desired to behold God’s glory: “Then I will 
take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but 
my face shall not be seen” (Exodus 33:23 ESV). Moses 
communicated with the Lord face to face as a friend, 
meaning that he related to his God openly, honestly 
and transparently. He was not afraid to dare even to 
argue with God (see, for example, Exodus 33:12–23; 
Numbers 14:11–20). His walk with the Lord was so 
intense that his face reflected God’s glory and started 
to shine too (see Exodus 34:29–35).
The apostle Paul explains that our faces are un-
veiled (in contrast to Moses’s experience) so that we 
11   Life without God is lonely. This aspect is especially underlined by Roger Scruton, The Face of God (London: Continuum, 2012), 
153–178. Loneliness and, related to it, anxiety and depression, are major psychological problems in the world. People are feeling 
abandoned, isolated and empty even in the midst of a crowd because of the lack of deep, satisfying and meaningful relationships.
can behold the glory of the Lord as in a mirror: “And 
we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes 
from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18 
ESV). The light of the knowledge of the glory of God is 
in!Jesus’ face. “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out 
of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed 
in the face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6 NIV).
So what? 
Why do we need to seek God’s face?
1.  The face of God gives assurance of God’s pres-
ence. He is and will always be with His followers 
(Genesis 26:3, 24; 28:15; Joshua 1:5; Matthew 
28:20; Acts 18:10). All other divine blessings 
flow from this presence of God. God is for 
and never against His faithful people (Psalm 
27:1; Romans 8:31). Believers can count on 
His promises to be with them (Isaiah 41:10, 
13). “His faithful promises are your armor and 
protection” (Psalm 91:4 NLT). God is here and 
now, even though invisible to the physical eye, 
yet experienced by faith (Ephesians 3:16–19; 
Colossians 1:26–27). However, the presence 
of God was tangible in Immanuel, God with us 
(Isaiah 7:14; 63:9; Matthew 1:22–23). 
2.  The face of God provides emotional stabil-
ity and balance. We can know that Someone 
loves and cares for us. Without God’s presence, 
we are empty, and only His company may fill 
this void. Humans were actually created into 
fellowship with God, into a close relationship 
with Him, and without His friendship we miss 
the most important fellowship in life. As a re-
sult, we feel lonely, unfulfilled, unsatisfied and 
without joy and happiness.11 Loneliness, anxi-
ety, fear, discouragements, disappointments, 
isolation and seclusion are feelings of instabil-
ity. We need God’s presence, especially in the 
time of betrayal, disappointments, depression, 
troubles and frustrations, but also in times of 
success, gladness and prosperity. Constantly. 
Our heart is full of anxiety until it is able to 
gaze upon God’s face, to see its glory, and 
rest in God’s loving and reassuring presence. 
The God of love brings peace that surpasses 
human understanding (John 14:27; 16:33; 
Philippians 4:7). The fact that we are assured 
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that He understands us provides satisfaction, 
confidence, trust and courage to face tomor-
row (Hebrews 4:15–16). Only a relationship 
with God results in contentment. Augustin 
expressed it eloquently: “Our hearts are rest-
less, until they rest in You” (“Confessions” 1,1). 
We have a deep-down desire in our hearts for 
eternity (Ecclesiastes 3:11). God is offering 
Himself and His community to His followers. 
We need His closeness to live a balanced life 
and to know how to behave appropriately. He 
is someone we can totally trust (Psalm 37:3–5). 
He stands by and encourages, “Do not fear, I 
will help you” (Isaiah 41:13). Thus, He takes 
our anxiety and fears away, and fills us with 
peace and joy.
3.  The face of God, representing God’s Person, 
leads. It is reassuring that the Lord is taking 
us by our right hand in order to help and lead 
(Psalms 73:23; 89:21; 109:31; 121:5; Isaiah 
41:13). It is striking that God is holding us by 
His right hand (Psalms 16:8; 18:35; 60:5; 63:8; 
98:1; 108:6; 118:15–16; 139:10). It means that 
He is firmly holding our right hand with His 
right hand! When one puts this imagery to-
gether, an amazing picture of God surfaces: God 
is facing those who He is helping and guiding 
them to safely navigate through tough waters 
in life. He is not pulling or pushing them from 
the side or from behind, nor leading from a 
distance, nor giving commands to be followed. 
No, He is encountering His people face to face. 
What an awesome realization. This divine per-
sonal involvement provides deep understand-
ing of who He is. He is a caring Lord, a God who 
respects and directs people. We need His guid-
ance and leadership, as Moses prayed: “If your 
Presence [lit. your Face] does not go with us, do 
not send us up from here” (Exodus 33:15). 
4.  The face of God brings intellectual strength 
because we can rely on God’s infinite wisdom. 
Our intelligent emotion grows while being with 
God. God’s word is true and sanctifies: “Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth” (John 
17:17). God gives His Spirit and power to fulfill 
His will and purpose: “For God is working in 
you, giving you the desire and the power to do 
what pleases him” (Philippians 2:13 NLT; see 
also Ezekiel 36:26–27; Ephesians 2:10). Asaph 
underlines that God is the One who holds him 
by his right hand and guides him with His coun-
sel (Psalm 73:23–24). God takes us seriously, 
He stands by and encourages, “Do not fear, I will 
help you” (Isaiah 41:13). God advises through 
Solomon: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
fear the LORD and shun evil. (Proverbs 3:5–7). 
God guides, sustains, and helps so that we may 
live with unanswered questions, but He also 
sometimes gives solutions to life’s puzzles just as 
He did through Daniel (Daniel 1:17; 5:12, 14, 16).
5.  God’s presence brings prosperity and success 
for accomplishing God’s will, mission, and pur-
pose. He is enabling His people to be His faith-
ful witnesses (Acts 1:8; cf. Philippians 2:13). 
People living around Abraham and Joseph 
noticed that they were prosperous because God 
was with them (Genesis 21:22; 39:2–6, 21–23). 
God can bless those who have God’s Word, His 
will, as the foundation of all their thinking and 
activities (Psalm 1:1–6). God stressed that to 
Joshua: “Keep this Book of the Law always on 
your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to do everything written in 
it. Then you will be prosperous and successful” 
(Joshua 1:8).
6.  Seeing God’s face by the inner sight of faith 
is the key to a victorious life. Without God’s 
presence, a believer cannot grow, produce 
good fruit, and be victorious over sin as Christ 
declared: “Apart from me you can do noth-
ing” (John 15:5). Paul confesses: “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me” 
(Philippians 4:13 NLT). David acknowledges: “I 
have set the Lord always before me; because He 
is at my right hand I shall not be moved” (Psalm 
16:8 NKJV). When he focused on God, he was 
unmovable, but when his sight slipped from the 
Lord to Bathsheba then trouble occurred in his 
life (2 Samuel 11:2). Only God’s presence gives 
us power not to fall and stay in sin (Romans 
8:1–4; 1 Corinthians 10:12–13; Colossians 
3:1–3; Jude 1:24; Revelation 3:6, 20–21).
7.  The face of God brings endurance and perse-
verance. About Moses, it is stated that he was 
faithful to the Lord and persevered in his faith 
“because he saw him who is invisible” (Hebrews 
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11:27). Not surprisingly, the author of Hebrews 
admonishes Christ’s followers to look constant-
ly to their God by fixing their “eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12:2). 
Victorious people are described as those who 
cultivate patience and endurance (Revelation 
14:12). 
8.  God’s face gives a sense of identity. Vis-à-vis 
God we realize who we are, that He is holy, 
and even though we are sinners (Isaiah 6:1–8; 
Zechariah 3:1–5; Romans 5:1–2), we belong to 
the Lord when we repent. We are His people, 
and He is our Creator and Redeemer; we are 
adopted to be His sons and daughters (Psalm 
100:3; Isaiah 43:1; John 1:12; Romans 8:15; 
Galatians 3:26–29; 4:5; 1 John 3:1).
9.  God’s face means that He watches over us, 
speaks to us, and hears our prayers as the main 
features of the face suggest: eyes, mouth and 
ears. These anthropomorphic expressions help 
us to understand that God is really for us. “The 
eyes of the LORD are on the righteous” (Psalm 
34:15); yes, they are “on those who fear him, 
on those whose hope is in his unfailing love” 
(Psalm 33:18). The Lord Himself promises to 
such people: “I will instruct you and teach you 
in the way you should go; I will counsel you with 
my eye upon you” (Psalm 32:8 ESV). God also 
speaks, communicates with His people (Isaiah 
41:13), and hears their cries and prayers (Psalm 
50:15; Daniel 9:17–19; Philippians 4:6).
10. Seeing God’s face transforms lives (2 
Corinthians 3:18; 4:6; Romans 12:1–2). Our 
faces are changed to shine (Psalms 31:16; 67:1; 
80:3, 7, 19; 119:135; Isaiah 60:1; Daniel 12:3; 
Matthew 5:16; Philippians 2:15) until the day 
when we will see Him face to face (John 14:1–
3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; Titus 
2:13) and will be like Him (Philippians 3:20–
21; 1 John 3:1–2). It is by the power of God’s 
Word and the Holy Spirit that we are resurrect-
ed to new life and changed (Ezekiel 11:19–20; 
37:1–14; Ephesians 2:4–6). We are born again, 
i.e., from above (the Greek word ánothen has 
two meanings: “again” and/or “above”), only 
on the basis of the Spirit and Word (see Psalm 
33:6; Isaiah 34:16; John 3:3, 5; 1 Peter 1:23; 
James 1:18). God’s Word is powerful and will 
accomplish what it says (Psalm 33:9; Isaiah 
40:8; 55:11; Jeremiah 23:29). Peter powerfully 
declares: “For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through 
the living and enduring word of God” (1 Peter 
1:23 NIV), and James concurs: “He chose to 
give us birth through the word of truth” (James 
1:18 NIV). Paul eloquently states that it is ac-
complished by the Holy Spirit: “He saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, 
but because of his mercy. He saved us through 
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit” (Titus 3:5 NIV). Christ is the source of 
life (John 6:63; 10:10, 28; 14:6; 1 John 2:29). 
The believer’s heart is illuminated by the 
splendor of Christ glory. So, we should arise 
and “shine, for your light has come, and the 
glory of the LORD rises upon you” (Isaiah 60:1).
Love and justice are the essence of God’s character 
and these qualities are reflected in His face and form 
the basis of His government: “Righteousness and 
justice are the foundation of Your throne; mercy and 
truth go before Your face” (Psalm 89:14 NKJV). This 
is why David desires to cultivate a lasting relation-
ship with God, which needs to continue day by day. 
He promises: “As for me, I shall behold your face in 
righteousness; when I awake, I shall be satisfied with 
your likeness (Psalm 17:15 ESV). Genuine happiness 
comes from the Lord’s presence: “Blessed are the 
people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, 
in the light of your face” (Psalm 89:15 ESV). One 
needs to desire, seek and see God’s face by faith now 
in order to enjoy gazing upon the face of God in the 
New Earth.
Jesus proclaimed: “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God” (Matthew 5:8). The redeemed 
as inhabitants of the New Jerusalem will delight in 
seeing God’s face. Angels enjoy seeing the face of God 
too, as Jesus states in Matthew 18:10. True believ-
ers will constantly behold His countenance, and 
this face-to-face encounter will be their highest and 
ultimate experience. John describes it in celebratory 
language: “And there shall be no more curse, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His 
servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, 
and His name shall be on their foreheads” (Revelation 
22:3–4 NKJV). This promise of seeing God’s face is 
the most fascinating picture regarding the closeness 
of the redeemed with God. They will live forever and 
rejoice in His presence. His presence will be perma-
nently with them, so they will not need to seek His 
face. They will gaze upon the splendor and majesty of 
the Lord—His full glory; and the more they know their 
King and Lord, the more they will be thrilled to serve, 
obey and worship Him. Each day throughout all 
eternity will bring new discoveries of God’s goodness, 
brilliance and the grandeur of His character of love.
Without God’s presence, we are not able to do any-
thing meaningful and lasting (John 15:5; Philippians 
4:13). Only by His power through the Holy Spirit can 
we be His true witnesses (Acts 1:8). Ellen White right-
ly stresses: “The strongest argument in favor of the 
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gospel is a loving and lovable Christian.”12 This is why 
we need Him every moment of our life, transforming 
and activating us in order to “thrive in His presence” 
(Psalm 102:28 NLT).13 Our strength and safety is stay-
ing within His loving and caring hands. “Now to him 
who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence [katenopion]14 of his 
glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen” 
(Jude 1:24–25 ESV).
12   Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press, 1905), 470.
13   The verse literally says: “… be established before your face.” NRSV renders this phrase in the following way: “… be established in your 
presence,” and CEB states: “… live secure in your presence.” 
14   Used in the New Testament only three times, in Eph 1:4; Col 1:22 and Jude 1:24. This term always refers to standing or being before 
God in His presence or before His face, or before Him.
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